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 Mr. Franke received his A.B. from Kenyon College; his J.D. from Washington and Lee 
University; his L.L.M. (Taxation) from George Washington University.  He has practiced law for 
over 50 years.   
 
 Mr. Franke is past-chair of the Council of the Estates and Trusts Law Section of the Maryland 
Bar Association.   He is a Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel and has served 
as an Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Baltimore, School of Law. He was awarded the 
2023 Anne Arundel Bar Association Trustee’s Award for his contributions to the Bar Association and 
to the legal profession.  
 
 He is included in THE BEST LAWYERS IN AMERICA (Trusts and Estates) consistently since 
2001, listed in the MARYLAND SUPER LAWYERS (Estate Planning and Probate) consistently since 
2007 often being named "Top 50" or "Top 100" lawyers statewide. He has received an AV rating 
from Martindale-Hubbell for 40 years.  The law firm has been listed as a Tier 1 Estates and Trusts 
firm by US News since 2011.  He is a member of various local and national bar associations. 
  
 He has published articles on tax and other topics related to his professional interests, 
including: "The Maryland Trust Act: The Fate of the Unknowledgeable Beneficiary," The University 
of Baltimore Law Forum Journal (Summer 2019) (Co-author with Deborah Howe); "Self-Settled 
Asset Protection Trusts for Married Couples in Maryland," Steve Leimberg's Asset Protection 
Planning Newsletter (April 2015) (Co-author with David Sessions); "The Terms of the Trust: 
Extrinsic Evidence of Settlor Intent" ACTEC JOURNAL, Spring 2014 (Co-author with Anna 
Katherine Moody);  "Resisting the Contractarian Insurgency: The Uniform Trust Code, Fiduciary 
Duty, and Good Faith in Contract," ACTEC JOURNAL, Winter 2010; "Asset Protection and 
Tenancy by the Entirety," ACTEC JOURNAL, Spring 2009; "Perfect Ambiguity: The Role of the 
Attorney in Maryland Guardianships," MARYLAND JOURNAL OF CONTEMPORARY LEGAL 
ISSUES, 1996. 



 
 Mr. Franke also has participated, as a lecturer, in various continuing education programs for 
lawyers and Judges1, including: “Fiduciary Litigation: Contested Wills, Trusts, Inter-Vivos Transfers, 
and Guardianships” (MSBA 2025 and 2022 as Program Chair); "Will Drafting in Maryland" (MSBA 
2024 and 2017); “Modifying Trusts Using Non-Judicial Settlement Agreements Under the UTC” 
(MSBA Advanced Estate Planning Institute 2024); “Dissecting the Will,” (Judicial Inst. of Md. 2023); 
“Evidence in Orphans’ Court,” (Judicial Inst. of Md. 2022); “COVID-19 Estate Planning 
Opportunities/Challenging” (Anne Arundel Bar Assoc. 2020); "Orphans' Court Judges' Orientation," 
(Judicial Inst. of Md. 2019); "Estate/Trust Planning & Litigation Topics," (St. Mary's Co. Bar Assoc. 
2019); "Succession Planning:  Not Just for Senior Lawyers" (MSBA 2018); "A  Survey of the 
Common Types of Fiduciary Litigation" (University of Baltimore Law Forum 2018 Symposium); 
"Deadman Statute and Hearsay Issues and Objections for Orphans’ Court Judges" (Judicial College 
of Maryland 2018);  "Pesky and Persistent Evidentiary Issues in Estate & Trust Litigation" (MSBA 
2018); "Avoiding Will Contests" (ACTEC Annual Meeting 2018); "Contested Guardianships and 
Fiduciary Litigation" (NAELA Maryland-DC Chapter 2017); "Transmittal of Issues from Orphans’ 
Court to Circuit Court" (Judicial College of Maryland 2016); "ABA Section of Real Property, Trust 
& Estate Law Domestic Asset Protection Trust Planning: Jurisdiction Selection Series” (eCLE, ABA 
2015);  "Document Drafting for the Elder Law Practitioner" (MSBA 2015);  "Orphans’ Court 
Judges’ Orientation" (Judicial Institute of Maryland 2015); "The Maryland General and Limited 
Power of Attorney Act" (ACTEC Mid-Atlantic Region 2015); "Maryland Trust Act" (MSBA 2014); 
"Heirs, Legatees and Related Issues," (Judicial Institute of Maryland 2013);  "Estate/Tax Implications 
of DOMA after the Windsor Case" (MSBA 2013); "Asset Protection, An Overview for Maryland 
Estate and Trust Lawyers" (MSBA 2013);  "Terms of the Trust" (ACTEC Mid-Atlantic Region 
2013); "A Beneficiary's Right to Information" (MSBA 2012); "Trust Litigation: The Enforcement of 
Beneficiary Rights" (MSBA 2011);  "Asset Protection: An Overview for Maryland Estate and Trust 
Lawyers" (MSBA 2010); "Back to the Future, Schoukroun and the Spousal Election" Hot Topics in 
Elder Law, (MICPEL 2009); "A Match Made In Heaven – Using Tenancy by the Entirety for Creditor 
Protection Without Sacrificing Estate Planning" (MSBA 2009);  "The Estate Planning Implications 
of Stripping Fiduciary Duty From the Revised Uniform Limited Partnership Act" (ACTEC 
Maryland/DC Meeting 2009); "Choice of Law: Tenants by the Entirety Across State Lines" (ACTEC 
Mid-Atlantic Region 2009); "Aspects of Disclaimers Under the Uniform Disclaimers Property 
Interests Act" (Estate Planning Council of Delaware 2008); "Asset Protection – A Guide for Maryland 
Estate and Trust Lawyers" (MICPEL Advance Estate Planning Institute 2006); "Will Drafting in 
Maryland” (MICPEL 2005 and 2003); “Uniform Disclaimers of Property Act” (Anne Arundel Bar 
Assoc.2004);"Revocable Inter Vivos Trusts" (MICPEL 2004 and 2006); "Valuation Discounting" 
(MICPEL 2003; MSBA 2002 and 2003); "Business Valuation" (MICPEL 1998); "Family 
Partnerships" (MICPEL 1996); "Avoiding Probate - Will Substitutes" 1996; "Basic Estate Planning" 
(MICPEL 1993). 

 
1 The two primary sources for continuing legal education for Maryland lawyers and judges is the MSBA and 
MICPEL. “MICPEL” refers to the Maryland Institute for Continuing Education for Lawyers which was a consortium 
of the Maryland State Bar Association “MSBA” and the Maryland law schools: University of Baltimore Law School 
and the University of Maryland School of Law. In March 2010, MSBA took over the publishing and programming 
offerings of MICPEL. The program presentations of both MICPEL and MSBA include detailed written materials 
prepared by the presenting attorneys to accompany their presentations .which are published by those entities.  


